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the minds of all thoughtful people. It is
noticeable, moreover, that before replying to
Luther the King consulted Sir Thomas More,
though his answer, with its rather shallow
arguments, is more suggestive of his own hot
blood than of More's balanced and judicious
mind.

He did not let the matter rest there, but, before
long, came out with a defence of the Seven Sacra-
ments in Latin, which wjas a direct challenge to
the Lutheran rebellion, and dwelt particularly
long and lovingly over the Sacrament of Marriage.
A modem psychologist might say that this was
an endeavour to calm the doubts about his own
marriage, that may even then have been stirring
the dark waters of his unconscious mind. Be this
as it may, the book was packed full of theological
learning and not a little wisdom. The Dean of
Windsor was despatched with it to the Court at
Rome, and with a message to the Pope that all
the arms of England were at his disposal if he
needed them to fight this growing heresy. Now
Luther was passing from invective to war ; and
the Pope had already been described by him as
" Anti-Christ" ; so the Pope was gratified by
Henry's promise and by his booL He made it
the occasion of according him the title of
" Defender of the Faith." This raised England
in the eyes of Europe far more than it is easy for
us to understand at the present day. It was a sign
of unusual favour, and would never have been